

SUMMARY REPORT OF ACTIVITIES

OF THE  ITALIAN ASSOCIATION of MEDICAL PHYSICS (AIFM)

AIFM is an Italian Association of Medical Physicists working in Health Care, Academia and Research. The aim of the association is to promote scientific knowledge and professional practice of medical physics. Presently, the association counts about 800 members.

Professional matter

To best represent medical physicists, AIFM established a close and cooperative working relationship with government bodies, regional authorities, related professional organizations and societies, together with medical providers, corporations and suppliers. 

In 2009 the AIFM presented the request to be recognised as the official professional body to the Italian Ministry of Justice.

AIFM is editor of a quarterly bulletin focused on professional affairs. 
Professional development 

To foster the professional growth of its members, AIFM provides numerous educational opportunities managed by Scientific Committees and also organised by the AIFM School in Medical Physics “Piero Caldirola”. The School started in 1990 with the following aims: organization of advanced courses, seminaries, scientific meetings, conventions and conferences on medical physics. 

In 2006 AIFM and its School obtained the certification UNI EN ISO 9001:2000 (cert-17043-2006-AQ-MIL-SINCERT) from DNV (certification organism) for CPD activities in medical physics. 

In 2011 AIFM has been recognized by the Italian Ministry of Health as an official provider of National ECM (Continuous Education in Medicine).

In the framework of AIFM, 16 SIGs are active focused on specific topics.

Every two years AIFM organizes its national congress. The next congress will be held next September in Squillace (www.aifm2011.it)

Involvement in setting standards

AIFM plays an important role in the definition of professional standards:

· Publication of Guidelines (QC in Digital Mammography, QC in Computerized Tomography, QC in PET/CT, QC in MRI, Dosimetric and computational aspects in IMRT, Lasers in medicine: types, risks, safety procedures and controls)

· Distribution of Information on European and International standards.

· Distribution of documentation concerning new or revised legislation.
Link to Professional Association

AIFM has formal and informal links with other professional organisation both at a national and international level. These links provide:

· Subscription discounts for its members participating in meetings organized by these organisations

· Education courses and conferences run together with these organisations.

--
Finally, AIFM would like to draw the EFOMP attention to the revision process of the “Professional Qualifications Directive (Directive 2005/36/EC)” presently under way at the European Commission. In particular, specific guidance to Member States should be given to regulate the professions. For example, the new Directive should enforce the Member States to recognize and regulate some "new" professions that may be considered important for the health and life of people, still not regulated in many Member States. For instance a “new” profession that is not recognized nor regulated in many Member States is ’Medical Physicist’. 
