Belgian Hospital Physicists Association (BHPA)

Here are a few reflections on behalf of the Belgian Hospital Physicists Association (BHPA), as a reply to the document that you have sent us in preparation of the council meeting.

I am the Belgian delegate to the EFOMP council.

The BHPA appreciates EFOMP's efforts to help solve a few issues of our profession. We don't have specific topics for the council meeting. Just a few general remarks, indicating in fact why EFOMP has the support of the BHPA.

- we observe a lack in uniformity between the educational programs for medical physicists. Even in our country, there are differences between institutions in terms of way of education, duration and content. Clear guidelines are very important.

- we (teachers) observe difficulties to be able to have our students trained in practice with all (modern and older) equipment.

- in case of accidents, it remains unclear who is finally responsible. In theory, the MD is, but in pratcice, that is not what we see happen in court. 

In the latter case, there is an imbalance between responsibilty and permission to decide on things.

- we wonder whether in other countries MPE are considered as health workers (doing C type -activities), or not. How can we work in an independent way and at the same time work under the responsibility of the MD?

- you may recall that we asked a person of the EFOMP board to take part in a professional matter's session at out upcoming annual meeting, with a presentation on 'incident reporting and legal liability', Feb 10 -11, 2012 in Brussels.
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